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VERITE: Kick-off meeting 
 
 

On 29 and 30 November 2001 took place in Thessaloniki, Greece, the kick-off 
meeting of the new thematic network of Innovating Regions ‘VERITE’. Scope 
of the meeting was to discuss and validate the focus, organisation, activities, 
and co-operation of the network. The acronym stands for Virtual Environment 
for Regional Innovation TEchnologies, and the activities of the network during 
2002 and 2003 will be supported by the Innovation Programme (5th FP) of the 
European Commission (DG Enterprise).  
 
 
Focus 
The aim of VERITE is to provide a platform for all European regions, which 
are interested in regional innovation strategies, policies and schemes to 
exchange experience and get access to good practice on the management of 
innovation.  
 
Focus of the network is the common interest of its members about the 
methods, techniques, tools, and technologies, which allow various 
organisations (companies, technology and consulting intermediaries) to create 
and manage effectively innovations. Working assumption is that this technical 
capacity to innovate is linked to fundamental knowledge processes, such as: 

• Technology watch: Benchmarking, economic intelligence, foresight 
• Technology transfer: Licensing, skills transfer, technology clinics 
• Knowledge-based product development: Creativity, product 

development teams, testing of prototypes, product life-cycle 
management 

• Co-ordination of production processes: Material requirements 
planning, enterprise resource planning, business process 
reengineering 

• Knowledge sharing: Networking, improvement of supply-chains, stock 
management, outsourcing. 

 
These knowledge-creating activities extend beyond the organisational limits of 
the company involving many actors of the respective regional system of 
innovation, such as R&D institutions, technology transfer organisations, 
innovation finance institutions, and innovative companies. Thus, the capacity 
of a company to innovate is based on a knowledge interaction between its 
internal and external environment: the internal knowledge capability of 
personnel to create, assimilate and transfer knowledge to products, and the 
regional capability for original R&D, learning, and technology co-operation.          
 
VERITE is a discussion and dissemination forum. On the one side of the 
discussion is the innovative (knowledge-creating) company and on the other 
side the innovative (learning, intelligent) region. In the middle, are the 
fundamental knowledge processes and the techniques or technologies to 
manage innovation (Benchmarking, Technology clinics, New product 
development, MRP-ERP, Supply chain management).  
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Figure 1. VERITE discussion and dissemination focus 

 
Organisation 
The organisation of VERITE is made according the concept of ‘smart 
community’. These are communities of people sharing a common interest or 
goal; a virtual environment supports the community’s activity, facilitating the 
communication and interaction among members and allowing the socialisation 
of knowledge and spread of technical know-how inside the community.  
 
The people and organisations of the network and the participants to the 
activities of the network compose the community of VERITE. The network 
partners will meet in 7 major workshops and conferences to discuss the 
content and implementation of specific innovation management techniques 
(IMTs). The community of VERITE may include also the providers of IMTs as 
well as any region or institution wishing to share its effort, discuss and 
disseminate innovation management tools.  
 
A portal of European IMT providers, a database of articles and reports on 
IMTs, and an internet-based discussion group make the virtual environment 
supporting the activities of the VERITE community. This virtual community 
uses the Internet in order to support three functions: communication and 
discussion between members (discussion group), improvement of knowledge 
about IMTs (article’s database), and the application of IMTs (portal of 
providers). 
 
Based on the above real-virtual structure, the activities of VERITE include: (1) 
a kick-off meeting in Thessaloniki to finalise the characteristics of the network, 
the schedule of its activities and forthcoming events, the detailed operational 
plan, and the Steering Committee, (2) a workshop in Berlin to start the 
construction of the three IT applications composing the virtual community of 
VERITE (discussion group, database, portal of European IMT providers), and 
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(3) five conferences on selected IMTs to present the state-of-the-art, review 
the literature, and discuss offline and online applications, IT platforms, and 
articles suitable for the database. These conferences are focusing on:  

• Benchmarking and economic intelligence in Stuttgart, to be organised 
by Steinbeis Europe Zentrum (May 2002) 

• New product development in Mantova, to be organised by the Province 
of Mantova and Politecnico di Milano (September 2002) 

• Supply chain management in Cardiff, to be organised by CMI – U.K. 
(December 2002) 

• Technology clinics and technology transfer in Finland, to be organised 
by TEKES (April 2003) 

• Enterprise resource planning in Bilbao, to be organised by LEIA (July 
2003). 

 
 
Membership 
Today, the network is composed of 20 partners representing 18 regions and 
13 EU and Newly Associated Countries. The network is open to new 
members and looks forward to enlarge the participation to discussions and 
dissemination activities on innovation, knowledge-creating companies, 
innovative regions, and innovation management techniques/ technologies.  
Members of the network are: 
 

Organisation Country Contact person Email  
 

URENIO research unit Greece N. Komninos komninos@eng.auth.gr 

Tech Tirol Austria G. Blunder g.blunder@tirol.gv.at 

National Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry 

Cyprus A. Michailidis ncci@ccci.org.cy 

ARCHIMEDES Foundation Estonia M. Ulle ylle@ise.ee 

Agropolis – Montpellier France M. Puygrenier puygrenier@agropolis.fr 

Region of Lorraine France P. Bourgogne Pierre.bourgogne@cr-lorraine.fr 

TEKES Technology Institute Finland T. Numellin Tapani.Nummelin@tekes.fi 

GIB GmbH Germany C. Becker cbecker@gib-online.de 

Ministerium fur Wirtschaft und 
Mitteistand, Energie und Verkehr NRW 

Germany M. Guth mg@zenit.de 

STEINBEIS Europa Zentrum Germany P. Neiss niess@steinbeis.europa.de 

University of Thessaly Greece G. Bakouros ylb@mie.uth.gr 

PRO NOVUM Association Hungary P. Nagy euron@mail.tiszanet.hu 

Province of Mantova Italy A. Cortellazzi progmn@tin.it 

Politecnico di Milano Italy A. Tosi a.tosi@spm.it 

Region of Valle D' Aosta Italy P. Anselmo Centro.sviluppo@interbusiness.it 

Region of South West Oltenia Romania A. Tuhai atuhai@eninvest.ro 

Insitute Jozef Stefan  Slovenia U. Stanic uros.stanic@ijs.si 

LEIA Technology Centre Spain E. Gainza eusebiog.leia@sea.es 

Extremandura Spain C. Grau carolina@fundecyt.es 

CMI UK U.K. M. Thomas ThomasM1@cardiff.ac.uk 

University of Cardiff U.K. M. Thomas ThomasM1@cardiff.ac.uk 
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Contact points 
 
Network co-ordination: 
 
Professor Nicos Komninos 
URENIO research unit 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
Box 491 
54006 Thessaloniki, Greece 
Tel:  + (30310) 489 304 
Fax: + (30310) 472 240 
Email: Komninos@eng.auth.gr  
 

 
 

European Commission: 
 
Dr. Michael Busch 
DG Enterprise 
Euroforum 2270 
10, rue Robert Stumper 
L-2557 Luxembourg 
Fax: +(352) 4301 32 779 
Email: Michael.Busch@cec.eu.int 

 
 
 
 


